
(Hague) CONVENTION FOR THE PACIFIC 
SETTLEMENT OF INTERNATIONAL 

DISPUTES (1907)

Article 1

With a view to obviating as far as possible 
recourse to force in the relations between States, 
the Contracting Powers agree to use their best 
efforts to ensure the pacific settlement of 
international differences. 

Chapter II. The Permanent Court of 
Arbitration

Article 41

With the object of facilitating an immediate 
recourse to arbitration for international differences, 
which it has not been possible to settle by 
diplomacy, the Contracting Powers undertake to 
maintain the Permanent Court of Arbitration, as 
established by the First Peace Conference, 
accessible at all times, and operating, unless 
otherwise stipulated by the parties, in accordance 
with the rules of procedure inserted in the present 
Convention. 



Article 42

The Permanent Court is competent for all 
arbitration cases, unless the parties agree to 
institute a special Tribunal. 

Article 43

The Permanent Court sits at The Hague. …

Article 44

Each Contracting Power selects four persons at the 
most, of known competency in questions of 
international law, of the highest moral reputation, 
and disposed to accept the duties of Arbitrator. 

The persons thus elected are inscribed, as Members 
of the Court, in a list which shall be notified to all 
the Contracting Powers by the Bureau. …



Article 45

When the Contracting Powers wish to have 
recourse to the Permanent Court for the settlement 
of a difference which has arisen between them, the 
Arbitrators called upon to form the Tribunal with 
jurisdiction to decide this difference must be 
chosen from the general list of Members of the 
Court. 

Failing the direct agreement of the parties on the 
composition of the Arbitration Tribunal, the 
following course shall be pursued: 

Each party appoints two Arbitrators, of whom one 
only can be its national or chosen from among the 
persons selected by it as Members of the 
Permanent Court. These Arbitrators together 
choose an Umpire. 

If the votes are equally divided, the choice of the 
Umpire is intrusted to a third Power, selected by 
the parties by common accord. 

If an agreement is not arrived at on this subject 
each party selects a different Power, and the choice 
of the Umpire is made in concert by the Powers 
thus selected. 



If, within two months' time, these two Powers 
cannot come to an agreement, each of them 
presents two candidates taken from the list of 
Members of the Permanent Court, exclusive of the 
members selected by the parties and not being 
nationals of either of them. Drawing lots 
determines which of the candidates thus presented 
shall be Umpire. 

Article 46

The Tribunal being thus composed, the parties 
notify to the Bureau their determination to have 
recourse to the Court, the text of their 
`Compromis', and the names of the Arbitrators.

The Bureau communicates without delay to each 
Arbitrator the 'Compromis', and the names of the 
other members of the Tribunal. 

The Tribunal assembles at the date fixed by the 
parties. The Bureau makes the necessary 
arrangements for the meeting. 

The members of the Tribunal, in the exercise of 
their duties and out of their own country, enjoy 
diplomatic privileges and immunities. 


