
Environment, Development &

the Developing Countries
by

Professor R. P. Anand

Changing Structure of International Law:

An Asian Perspective



A Divided World

Rich vs Poor

Legacy of the colonial age

Continuing Exploitation

International Monetary System

Poor Countries Produce only Primary 
Commodities and Raw Material

Farm subsidies in the developed countries



Developing Countries Demand 

Change

Pleas for a New International Economic Order.

Index the prices of the products exported by the 

developing countries to tie them to the prices of 

the manufactured and capital goods they must 

import. 

Group of 77  and Resolutions in the General 

Assembly:

UN Development Decade I and II

New International Economic Order



Utter Failure

All the demands lead nowhere.

Gap between the Rich and the Poor 

increases



Development & Environment

Industrialised countries Richer But Not Better.

Industrialization leads to degradation of the 

environment.

High price for the advancement.

Need for a delicate balance between man and 

nature.

Pollution of water resources: Rivers, Lakes and 

Oceans.

Climate change and rising temperatures.



Environmental Pollution a Global 

Problem

Development leads to environmental pollution.

Rising expectations in the Developing Countries.

Poor countries contribute to the environmental 

degradation.

Developing countries could never hope to reach 

the level of the developed countries because it 

would need too many resources: 75 to 100 times 

or even more.



Stockholm Conference on Human 

Environment in 1972

Two heads of state: India and Sweden.

For the first time realization of the Environmental 
degradation and its effects.

“Pollution of Affluence” and “Pollution of 
Poverty”.

Poor countries could not remain 
underdeveloped.

Talks between the rich and the poor like 
dialogue of the deaf.

Resolutions passed leading to “soft law”.



Environment Decline and 

Response

A lot of degradation of the environment in 
the developed countries.

Awareness and steps to ameliorate the 
situation in developed countries.

Progress limited.

Poor countries making their own 
contribution.

Population increase.

Environment Crisis.



Rio Conference 1992

Rio Conference Attended by more than 100 heads of 
state.

Sustainable Development.

No country could develop in isolation.

Global warming and ozone depletion common problems.

Global poverty a serious problem for all.

Poverty may start traveling to other countries without 
passport and other restrictions, diseases, terrorism.

Rio Conference adopts various Instruments for a new 
equitable global partnership.



Declaration on Environment and 

Development containing 27 Principles.

Convention on Climate change.

Convention on Biological Diversity.

Agenda 21.

Rio achieves little or no progress.



Rich-Poor Dichotomy Continues.

Rich countries tired on listening to the 

complaints of the poor.

Rich not interested in discussing their life style or 

over-consumption and wastages.

Rich countries do not want to take responsibility 

for their high tech or nuclear test and 

experiments even if they hurt others.

International Economy, including GATT, still 

controlled and managed by the Rich.



Progress Towards What and 

Progress for Whom?
Poor developing counties dragging along the 
Rich and developed countries in their Progress.

A progress which is leading to destruction of the 
environment and may lead to destruction of 
every one.

Rich countries continuously striving for progress 
for more luxuries and Poor countries are equally 
busy trying to catch them irrespective of the 
consequences.

One may question progress towards what and 
progress for whom?

We don’t have the answer.


